[Surgical treatment of acute pulmonary embolism--report of two cases].
Two surgical cases of acute pulmonary embolism with severe cardiocirculatory impairment were reported. In the first case, emergent open pulmonary embolectomy with cardiopulmonary bypass was not effective, and multiple and organized emboli were indicative. In the second case, complete pulmonary thromboembolectomy was accomplished under extracorporeal circulation with remarkable hemodynamic improvement. It was suggested that urgent pulmonary angiography was necessary for definitive diagnosis and medical treatment, and that indications for pulmonary embolectomy included all patients with massive emboli in the main branches of the pulmonary artery. Monitoring of pulmonary arterial pressure was important to assess the effect of thrombolytic therapy, and the system of emergent cardiopulmonary bypass was required for immediate and effective cardiopulmonary resuscitation.